Chapter V
TAXES
I. Reductions or Alterations in Taxes
J-JHHE law of August 5, 1940, reduced the rate of the extra-
JL ordinary national levy on salaries from 15 per cent, to 5 per
cent., with retrospective effect as from July n, 1940. The re-
payment of the amounts overcharged from July 11 was effected by
deduction from subsequent payments (Communique in Le Temps
of August 15, 1940)-
One of the chief financial resources of communes and departs-
ments is still the contribution mobilim, which consists of a percentage
levy on the letting value of all dwellings. A law published on
October 12, 1940, enacts that from 1941 the total amount upon
which the contribution mobiliere is levied will be decreased in each
commune by the amount of the letting value of all dwellings that
have become vacant. It will subsequently be increased in propor-
tion as the empty dwellings come into occupation again.
Another law published on the same date, on the other hand,
suspends reliefs in the production tax and the tax on export
transactions.
A law of January 13, 1941, suppressed a whole series of
miscellaneous taxes.
A law of February 20, 1941, made substantial reductions in the
duties pertaining to the formation and amalgamation of companies
and to transfers of securities from the holdings and reserves of
insurance companies.
Taxes on road transport were reduced in June 1941 (Radio-Paris,
June 65 1941).
A law published on December 10, 1940, increased by nearly
10 per cent, the scale of death duties, but substantially increased
the abatements and reductions allowed to large families" (see
Section II).
II. Periods of Grace and Abatements
A law and a decree of October 21, 1940, granted periods of
grace and reliefs for certain classes of taxpayers. Prisoners of
war, again, have been given complete exemption from all sums due
from them in direct taxes.
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